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The general agreement of scholars is that this sura was revealed shortly before or after the 

Battle of the Trench in 5 AH 

"Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The parable of His light is as if there were 

a niche and within it a lamp: the lamp enclosed in glass: the glass as it were a brilliant star: 

lit from a blessed tree, an olive, neither of the east nor of the west, whose oil is well-nigh 

luminous, though fire scarce touched it: Light upon Light! Allah doth guide whom He will 

to His light: Allah doth set forth parables for men: and God doth know all things." 

[Quran 24:36] 

The Qur'an here briefly returns to a slightly more literal form of speech as it reassures 

believers that their remembrance will be rewarded, as the forgetfulness of the sinners will 

be punished. In keeping with the Light Verse, the unbelievers too are explained in 

metaphor, returning to the deeply symbolic tone above: 

"And as for the unbelievers, their works are as a mirage in a spacious plain, 

in which a thirsty man thinks there to be water, 

until when he comes to it, he finds it is nothing; 

there indeed he finds God and He pays him his account in full; 

and God is swift in the reckoning; 

or they are as shadows upon a sea obscured, 

covered by a billow above which is a billow above which are clouds; 

shadows piled one upon the other; 

when he puts forth his hand, wellnigh he cannot see it. 

And whoever God assigns no light, no light has he." (Lines 39-40) 

The Qur'an explains that the Earth itself is evidence of God's reality and power. He controls 

the clouds, the winds, the hail, and the mountains. It is also explained in this surah that God 
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created all creatures from water, including animals with four feet, animals with two feet, 

and animals without any feet. 

[Quran 24:45] 

The Qur'an confirms that God has sent down signs (ayat) to make His reality clear, and that 

understanding that reality is as a "straight path", that if one is truly following, one can never 

be led astray. God keeps His word, and will continue to reward those who believe and keep 

to their religion, as He has rewarded others in the past for doing the same. 

The Book urges the believer not to fret, and not to accuse people of sin merely for the 

conditions of their birth or social status. For example, in many tribal cultures a blind person 

or their parents were believed to be wicked, hence the gods or the spirits have blinded them. 

The Qur'an urges one not to think in this manner, and instead remember that all things are 

signs from God, and thus all believers should be of good nature to others, and wish them 

blessings from God. If that is done, the signs become clear and "haply you will understand". 

As the believer must greet others well, so must they ask for leave from them before 

departing. However, the sura ends, God knows the hidden reasons people do as they do, 

"God knows those of you who slip away surreptitiously", for when all returns to Him, they 

will testify against themselves to Him. 

Light consists of photons, which are essentially tiny packets of energy. When an object's 

atoms heat up, this results in the production of photons and is how photon production 

occurs in most cases. The electrons in atoms find excitement from the heat, which results 

in them earning extra energy. The release of this energy is in the form of a photon, and 

more photons come out as the object gets hotter. 

When light travels, it is in the form of a wave. However, no material or matter is necessary 

to carry the energy along for the ride. Because of this, light can travel through a space that 

has no air. This differs from sound waves because they have to pass through a liquid, a 

solid or a gas. Light energy is very fast, and nothing travels faster. When traveling through 

a vacuum, the speed of light is equal to 186,282 miles, or almost 300,000 kilometers, per 

second. 

== 

Sample Chapter:  

True to His Ways: Purity & Safety in Christian Spiritual Practice 

 

Chapter Four: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quran
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2002.02.0006%3Asura%3D24%3Averse%3D45
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayat
https://www.reference.com/science/light-energy-fcdf5886b17ee03b


True Light, or False? 

The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full 

of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the 

light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 

—Jesus the Christ (Matthew 6:22-23) 

 

     Christian Scriptures have much to say about light and darkness, and always this has to 

do with human spirituality. When we do not know the truth about spiritual matters, we are 

said to be blind, or walking in darkness. If we know the truth, we are said to be walking in 

the light. We see, albeit only dimly so long as we remain in our earthly bodies.  

     The Bible teaches that there are two sources of spiritual light. One is true, the other is 

false. The true light calls to men and women, to show the way and help them see. The other 

light seems true, but in the end it only leads to darkness.  

     All of Scripture resounds with the message that we must be sure we have found the true 

light. Our eternal destiny depends upon it. Our very souls hang in the balance. 

 

Ancient religions: Worship of the serpent and “the Light” 

 

     Before Jesus came into the world, even before the Old Testament was written, ancient 

people worshiped the “Light” and a god they sometimes called Lucifer[1], meaning “Light 

Bearer.” They also worshiped the sun together with serpents, lizards and dragons, all of 

which were considered symbols of wisdom then just as they are now to Hindus and those 

who seek truth in ancient religions. The association of the serpent with the sun seems to be 

that just as the sun gives physical light to the world, so the serpent god was believed to 

bring spiritual light—enlightenment—to mankind. 

 

     But was—and is—the serpent god really deserving of worship and veneration? Did he—

and does he—bring enlightenment? The Holy Bible provides the answer. 

Scriptural teaching on the serpent god 

 

     Genesis is the first book of Christian Holy Scripture, having been written about 1,500 

years B.C. From Genesis right on through to the close of the New Testament we learn that 

Lucifer, the serpent god, is really Satan. We learn that his light is deceptive. And we are 

warned that his light brings death, not wisdom or enlightenment. The Bible is, among other 

things, God’s warning to mankind about the reality and danger of the serpent. 
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     Scripture calls Satan by the same names as ancient worshipers did, including “Lucifer,” 

“the dragon” and “the serpent,” so readers can clearly understand who is intended. This 

usage, together with the identification of Satan as the serpent in the Garden of Eden, clearly 

identifies Satan and Lucifer as one and the same. 

==Spiritual Light 

You can’t explore Swedenborg’s theology without coming across his correspondences 

between light and heat. It’s similar to other well-known dualities like light and truth, faith 

and charity, and love and wisdom. Curtis introduces a quote from Swedenborg’s book 

Divine Love and Wisdom to help explain these correspondences. 

 

So is there light inside the impenetrable cranium of the human mind? Swedenborg would 

say yes, because the mind is connected to the spiritual world, where the light of Divine 

love and wisdom preside. To illustrate this concept, Swedenborg’s philosophy on the inner 

mind and outer mind are explained in this short animated video clip. 

In terms of knowing what’s spiritually good and true, it can often seem like we’re fumbling 

around in the dark on earth, but the ability to exist in a state of enlightenment is always 

possible for us right here and right now. 
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