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PREAMBLE:   EARLY THIS MONTH OF JANUARY 2021, THE SUBJECT 

OF PURGATORY CAME UP FOR DISCUSSION DURING A SUNDAY 

FORUM SESSION.   I HAVE PREPARED THIS SHORT EXPLANATORY 

TEXT TO HELP PARTICIPANTS BE INFORMED OF WHAT 

POURGATORY MEANS.   

 

Barzakh according to Quran and Hadith (Wikipedia) 

Mentioned only three times in the Quran, and just once specifically as the barrier 

between the corporeal and ethereal, Barzakh is portrayed as a place in which, after 

death, the Soul is separated from the body – freed to contemplate the wrongdoing 

of its former life. 

 

Where is barzakh in Islam?  The afterlife 

After death, most Muslims believe that the soul will enter Barzakh, a state of 

waiting, until the Day of Judgement. When a person dies, their soul is taken by 

Ezra'il, the Angel of Death. 

 

QURANIC REFERENCES:  

1. AL-MU’MINOON 23:100 

ۖ   َوِمن َوَرائِِهم بَْرَزٌخ ِإلَٰى يَْوِم يُْبعَثُونَ  ﴿١٠٠﴾  ۖ   إِنََّها َكِلَمةٌ هَُو قَائِلَُها  ۖ   َكّلَّ    َلعَِلِّي أَْعَمُل َصاِلًحا فِيَما تََرْكتُ  

 

Yusuf Ali:  

(In Falsehood will they be) Until, when death comes to one of them, he says: "O 

my Lord! send me back (to life),- (99) "In order that I may work righteousness in 

the things I neglected." - "By no means! It is but a word he says."- Before them is a 

Partition till the Day they are raised up. (100) 

(Note 2940, Page 891= Barzakh, a partition, a bar or barrier, the place or state in 

which people will be after death and before judgment.  Behind them is the barrier 

of death, and in front of them is the barzakh, partition, or Purgatory, a quiescent 

state until the Judgment comes. 

 

PURGATORY IN THE BIBLE 

 

Roman Catholic Christians who believe in purgatory interpret passages such as 2 

Maccabees 12:41–46, 2 Timothy 1:18, Matthew 12:32, Luke 16:19–16:26, Luke 

http://tanzil.net/#23:100
http://tanzil.net/#trans/en.yusufali/23:99
http://tanzil.net/#trans/en.yusufali/23:100


23:43, 1 Corinthians 3:11–3:15 and Hebrews 12:29 as support for prayer for 

purgatorial souls who are believed to be within an active interim state for the dead 

... 

 

Does purgatory exist? 

There, in a few short lines, the doctrine of Purgatory is spelled out: All who die 

in God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of 

their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve 

the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven 

 

Why do souls go to purgatory? 

Purgatory, the condition, process, or place of purification or temporary 

punishment in which, according to medieval Christian and Roman Catholic belief, 

the souls of those who die in a state of grace are made ready for heaven. 

 

WIKIPEDIA 

 

The word "purgatory" has come to refer to a wide range of historical and modern 

conceptions of post-mortem suffering short of everlasting damnation.[3] The word 

is also used, in a non-specific sense, to mean any place or condition of suffering or 

torment, especially one that is temporary.[4] 
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