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THE QURAN AND MODERN SCIENCE 

ALPHABETICAL ORDER OF SUBJECTS 
 

 

 

1. BIG BANG, THEORY 

2. CLOUDS, LIGHTENING AND RAIN 

3. COASTAL EROSION 

4. EARTH, IT’S ATMOSPHERE 

5. EMBRYO, ITS DEVELOPMENT 

6. FINGER PRINT 

7. FOETUS, IT’S PROTECTION 

8. GRAVITY 

9. IRON, AND ITS MANY BENEFITS 

10. LIFE, FROM WATER 

11. MATTER AND ANTI-MATTER 

12. MOUNTAINS, PREVENT SHAKINGS (STABILIZERS) 

23. MOUNTAINS AND RIVERS, THEIR FORMATION DUE TO 

EARTH'S  EXPANSION 

14.  MOUNTAINS, THEIR MOVEMENT 

15. PERSIAN VICTORY, AT THE LOWEST POINT OF THE EARTH 

16. SEAS, THEIR CONVERGENCE WITHOUT MIXING 

17. SKY, AS A PROTECTOR 

18.     SMOKE/GAS CLOUDS, AS THE SOURCE OF CREATION 

19. SUN’S ORBIT 

20 TIME, IT’S RELATIVITY 

21. UNIVERSE, EXPANDING 

22. UNIVERSE, ROLLED-UP 
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PHENOMENA STATED IN THE HOLY  QURAN AND 

SCIENTIFICALLY PROVEN IN MODERN TIMES 
 

This article will examine some of the scientific facts which are mentioned in The Quran. 

These facts were proven several centuries after the Revelation of The Quran. 

 

If one considers these facts, then the obvious conclusion is that neither an unlettered 

person like Muhammad (PBUH), nor any scientist or the best mind of that era could have 

come up with such claims. 

 

Therefore, one can easily conclude that The Quran is not and could not be the work of 

any human being of that era or for that matter even 1000 years after that, because the 

knowledge of these scientific facts simply did not exist at that time or even 1000 years 

after its Revelation.   Interestingly, God states in The Quran, Chapter Fussilat, Surah no. 

41, Verse No. 53: 

 

 “Soon will We show them our Signs in the (furthest) regions (of the earth), and in their 

own Souls, until it becomes manifest to them that this is the Truth. Is it not enough that 

thy Lord doth witness all things?”  Yusuf Ali. 

 

It is noteworthy that many of these facts were not known to the reader of The Quran 

when they were not discovered by humans yet. Therefore the following are only those 

facts that are understood and proven by today's science and human knowledge. We do not 

know if there are other scientific facts in The Quran. It is quite possible that in the future 

when Human knowledge and scientific information have advanced, there may be other 

facts that are pointed out by The Quran. 

 

1. Big Bang, Theory 

 

21:30 Have the disbelievers not observed that the skies and the Earth were joined 

together (as a single entity), then We separated them. 

 

A confirmation of the Theory of Big Bang that everything started as one entity and then 

separated from each other. 

 

2. Clouds, Lightening and Rain 

 

24: 43 Do you not see that God drives the clouds gently, then joins them together then piles them 

up, then you see raindrops coming out from within them, and He sends down hail from the 

mountains (clouds) in the sky, striking anyone He wants with it, and turning it away from anyone 

He wants, and the flash of its lightening almost takes away the sights (blinds the eyes)?                                                                                  
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Note 1: Meteorologists have only recently come to know that rain clouds are formed and shaped 

according to definite systems i.e. 1-clouds are pushed by the wind 2- They are   joined together 

3-they are stacked up 4- rain and hail drop is formed in the upper layers of clouds.                   1 

 

Note2: Meteorologists have found that these cumulonimbus clouds, that shower hail, 

reach a height of 25,000 to 30,000 ft (4.7 to 5.7 miles), like mountains. 

 

Note 3: Hail is the major factor in producing lightning. This information on lightning was 

discovered recently. Until 1600 AD, Aristotle’s ideas on meteorology were dominant. 

 

3. Coastal Erosion 

 
13:41, 21:44 Do you not see that We come to the land and reduce it from its sides. 

 

Scientists first observed that the Earth experiences a loss of matter from its outer layers 

on September 24-25, 1998. 

  

Coastal erosion was first discovered in 1830's and has been proven by satellite imagery, 

and the reasons are contributed to various factors such as rising sea levels, wave actions, 

slope hydrology, ... 

 

4. Earth, It’s Atmosphere 

 
21:32 And We made the Skies a well protecting roof. 

 

1- The Earth’s Atmosphere destroys many Meteors-big and small.  But as they approach 

the Earth, it prevents these from falling to Earth and harming living things. 

 

2- The Earth is surrounded by a Magnetosphere (discovered in 1958).  And it is defined 

as "The region above the Ionosphere in which the Magnetic Field of the Earth has a 

dominant control over the motions of gas.  The fast-charged particles are known to 

extend out to a distance in the order of 10 Earth radii.  Therefore it may appropriately be 

called the “Magnetosphere". 

 
The Earth’s Magnetosphere provides protection, without which life as we know it could 

not survive. 

 

5.  Embryo, Its Development 

 
23:12-14 We created Human Beings from clay’s extract.  Then We placed the 

fertilized egg (Zygote) in a safe quarter (the womb).  Then We made the fertilized 

egg (Zygote) into a leech like clot, then We made the clot into a piece of chewed 
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flesh; then We made bones from such piece of flesh, then We covered the bones with 

flesh, then We made it grow as another creation.   

                                                                                                                                              2 

Streeter (1941) developed the first system of staging which has now been replaced by a 

more accurate system proposed by O'Rahilly (1972), which confirms this verse of The 

Quran. 

 

The word "’Alaqah" refers to a leech-like substance.   This is an appropriate description 

of the Human embryo from days 7-24 when it clings to the Endometrium of the Uterus, 

in the same way that a leech clings to the skin.   Just as the leech derives blood from the 

host, the Human Embryo derives blood from the Decidua or pregnant Endometrium.   It 

is remarkable how much the Embryo of 23-24 days resembles a leech. 

 

The word "Mudghah" means "chewed substance or chewed lump.  " Toward the end of 

the fourth week, the human Embryo looks somewhat like a chewed lump of flesh. The 

chewed appearance results from the Somites which resemble teeth marks. The Somites 

represent the beginnings or Primordia of the Vertebrae. 

 

Out of the chewed lump stage, bones and muscles form. This is in accordance with 

embryological development.   First the bones form as cartilage models and then the 

muscles (flesh) develop around them from the Somatic Mesoderm. 

 

After the eighth week, the human embryo is called a Foetus.   At this stage it has 

distinctive human characteristics and possesses the Primordia of all the internal and 

external organs and parts. This may be the new creature to which the Verse refers. 

 

For more detail, Refer to Dr. Keith Moore, past Professor of  Canada’s Mcgill University, 

article “A Scientist's Interpretation of References to Embryology in The Qur'an”. 

 

6. Finger Print 

 
75:4 Yes, We are able to restore his fingertips (finger prints). 

 

Note that the uniqueness of fingerprint was discovered in late 19th century and to this 

date is used as a means of identification. 

 

7. Foetus, It’s Protection 

 
39:6 He creates you in the wombs of your mothers, creation after creation, in three 

(layers) of darkness. 
 
The three zones within the mother’s womb PROTECTS the FOETUS against all sorts of 

dangers. These are: 
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1- The Abdominal Wall,                                                                                                             3 

2- The Uterine Wall, and                                                                                                                    

3 

3- The Amniotic Sac. 

 

Or the three layers could also refer to the three stages that a Foetus passes during the 

three different phases of development: 

 

1- The Fallopian Tubes 

2- The Uterine wall 

3- Amniotic Sac 

 

One should note that through these three layers an Embryo and Foetus is protected from 

external elements and factors. 

 

None of this information could have been available at the time of Muhammad. 

 

8. Gravity 

 
31:10 He created the Skies without any pillars that you can see 

This verse could conceivably provide a proof for the phenomenon of Gravity?????? 

 

9. Iron, and Its Many Benefits 

 
57:25 And We sent down the iron in which there is great harm as well as many 

benefits for people 

 
Note1: In recent years (late 20th century) it has been discovered that iron did not come 

from the Earth (as even the Sun cannot produce iron), but was carried from Supernovas, 

and was "sent down," as stated in the verse. And this is the only metal mentioned in The 

Quran as sent down! 

 

Note 2: It is molten iron in the center of the earth which, acting like a gigantic dynamo, 

generates the earth’s magnetic field, which in turn creates the Van Allen Radiation Belts 

that shield the earth’s surface from destructive high-energy-penetrating cosmic radiation. 

 

Note 3: Iron is essential to human life as explained in the following: 

 

a- Iron is essential for oxygen transport in the blood 

b- Other proteins, such as those needed for DNA synthesis and cell division, also rely on 

iron. 
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c- Furthermore, iron is used to help produce the connective tissues in our body, some of the 

neurotransmitters in our brain, and to maintain the health of the Immune System.                   4 

 

10.  Life From Water 

 
21:30 And We made every living thing from Water. 

24:45 And God created all living creatures from Water. 

25:54 And it is He who created Human Beings from Water. 

 

Water is the Symbol and Substance of Life.   According to NASA, the habitable 

environments must provide extended regions of liquid water, conditions favorable for the 

assembly of complex organic molecules, and energy sources to sustain metabolism.  

Water is an indispensable nutrient for all known forms of life. A fascinating fact is that 

all living things need the same concentration of water in their bodies to survive. The 

healthy adult human is 60 to 65 percent water by weight; so is the Elephant, the 

Mackerel, the Bullfrog, the Possum, and the Dandelion. 

 

11. Matter and Anti-matter 
 

36:36 Glory to the One Who created everything in Pairs 

 

Normal matter exists all around us, everyday. As we all know, it is comprised of particles 

– protons, electrons, neutrons and other sub-atomic particles. Anti-matter is comprised of 

anti-particles, which are the exact opposite of normal particles. 

This was first proposed by Paul Dirac in 1928, and proved by Carl Anderson in 1932. 

 

12. Mountains, Prevent Shakings (Stabilizers) 

 
78:6-7 Did We not make the earth a bed (to rest on it), and the mountains as pins? 

In the late half of nineteenth century: Mountains have underlying roots. These roots are 

deeply embedded in the ground, thus, mountains have a shape like a peg. These roots can 

reach several times their elevations above the surface of the ground 

 

16:15, 31:10 And He placed firm mountains in the Earth so it does not shake. 

 

The modern theory of plate tectonics holds that mountains work as stabilizers for the 

Earth. This was understood in the framework of plate tectonics since the late 1960’s. 

 

13. Mountains and Rivers, Their Formation due to 

Earth's Expansion 
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13:3 And He is the One who stretched out the Earth and made mountains and rivers in it. 

                                                                                                                                                        5 

Alfred Wegener's theory of “Continental Drift,” put forward in 1912, which later in 

1960s was developed into a field of science called “tectonic Plates”.   It is now proven 

that the Continents are today moving away from one another at a rate of 3 cm a year (in 

Arabia and Africa they move 3-4 times faster). The formation of the mountains, as well 

as certain river-beds are due to the “expansion” or stretching out of the earth. 

 

14. Mountains and their  Movements 

 
27:88 And you see the mountains, thinking they are firm (and motionless) but they 

move as the clouds move. 

 

This Verse is an indication of the Earth’s rotation which was proposed by Nicolaus 

Copernicus in 1543, and was exhibited by Jean Foucault in 1851. Note the comparison of 

movements with clouds, as clouds move from west to east, so the Earth does rotate from 

West to East as it was discovered recently. 

 

Also, The Continental Drift theory first proposed by Alfred Wegener in 1915, was proven 

by scientists in 1980, indicates that the continents and therefore mountains move and that 

they are not stationary. 

 

15. Persian Victory at the Lowest Point of the Earth 

 
30:2-3 The Romans have been defeated. In the lowest part of the earth. 

It has been only recently discovered (thru satellite images) that Great rift valley near the 

Dead Sea at about 1349 feet or 411m below the sea level where the Persian-Roman war 

took place is indeed the lowest point on earth! 

 

16. Seas, Their Convergence Without Mixing 

 
5:19-20 He let the two Seas flow freely to meet. And there is a Barrier between them 

that they do not go beyond (or above). 

 
Science has recently discovered that in the places where two different seas meet, there is 

a barrier between them. This Barrier divides the two Seas so that each Sea has its own 

temperature, salinity, and density.   Refer to Marine Geology, Kuenen, p. 43 

 

25:53 And He is the One who lets the two Seas flow freely (next to one another), this one 

sweet and drinkable, that one salty and bitter, and IT placed between them a barrier and a 

partition forbidden to be crossed. 
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Modern science has discovered that in estuaries, where fresh (sweet) and salt water meet, the 

situation is somewhat different from what is found in places where two Seas meet.                  6 

 It has been 6discovered that what distinguishes fresh water from salt water in estuaries is a 

“pycnocline zone with a marked density discontinuity separating the two layers.” This partition 

(Zone of Separation) has a different salinity from the fresh water and from the salt water.    Refer 

to Introductory Oceanography, Thurman, p. 301 

 

17. Sky, As A Protector 

 
2:22 The One who made the Earth a bed (or carpet) and Sky a structure (a roof) for 

you. 

 

21:32 And We made the Skies a well protecting roof. 

 

79:28 Are you harder to create or the Sky that IT built it? IT raised its roof, then 

proportioned it. 

 

The recent scientific discoveries have confirmed the role of the Sky in protection from 

Meteors, Asteroid, harmful Space Debris, Sun's Ultraviolet rays, and Solar Flares, and 

other dangerous and life-threatening phenomena. 

 

18. Smoke/Gas Clouds, As The Source of Creation 

 
41:11 Then He turned to the Sky while it was smoke (cloud of gas) 

 

Note that only in the 20th century and with the use of Hubble Telescope scientists have 

discovered that the universe emerged from a hot gas in the form of smoke. 

 

19. Sun’s Orbit 

 
13:2, 31:29, 35:13, 39:5 And He controls the sun and the moon, each running (its 

course) in a stated time. 

 

55:5 The sun and the moon with precisely calculated (courses). 

 

During the 20th century it was discovered that sun orbits around center of milky way 

galaxy. It takes sun 226 million years to complete its ellyptical orbit at the speed of 225 

km/s. Sun has completed 20.4 orbits since its formation 4.6 billion years ago, and it will 

complete 31 more orbits in about 7 billion years before it runs out of fuel. 

 

 

20. Time, It’s Relativity 
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22:47 a Day of your Lord is like one thousand years of what you count.                          7 

 

 

 

 

32:5 a Day that its duration is one thousand years in what you count. 

70:4 The Angels and the Spirit will go up to IT in a day whose length is fifty 

thousand years. 

 

These verses show the relativity of time which could arise from: 

1. The Relative Velocity of motion between two observers, or 

2. The difference in their distance from a Gravitational Mass. 

This Time Relativity theory was developed by Einstein in a special relativity theory and 

General Relativity Theory in early 1900's. 

 

21. Universe, Expanding  

 
51:47 We built the Sky with Our Hands (power) and We shall be expanding it. 

 

The Theory of an Expanding Universe was initiated by Vesto Slipher in 1912, then 

introduced by Alexander Friedmann in 1922, then proposed in 1927 by Georges 

Lemaître, and later in 1929 observed and proven by the Edwin Hubble Telescope. 

 

22. Universe, Rolled Up 

 
21:104 The day when We roll up the Sky like a scroll rolled up for writing, and as 

We began the first creation, We shall repeat it. 

 

The theory states that after expansion of the Universe has reached certain point, it would 

collapse to the state where it began and then initiate another Big Bang, so in this way the 

Universe would last forever, but would pass through phases of expansion (Big Bang) and 

contraction (Big Crunch). 
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